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Timber Newsletter Index 
 

150x150 
Feedback on 150x150 - January 2015 

The drought uncovers some deadly sins – March 2020 

Which hardwood grading standard should I use – April 2020 

3D Printing 
Introduction to 3D printing – February 2015 

 

50 mm joists 
A reminder - February 2015 

Deadly Sin No. 2 on the sunshine Coast– April 2019 

Stagger your screw line – July 2019 

Correct detailing does matter - November 2020 

 

Battens 
Simple but stunning use of battens – June 2019 

What has a Big Mac and cladding have in common – December 2019 

Boardwalks 
Sacred site Boardwalks – April 2015 

Why do I bother – June 2015 

The Customer isn’t always right – November 2017 

Lessons from a 30 year old boardwalk – December 2017 

A boardwalk that planned to succeed– March 2019 

Please explain – December 2019 

Correct detailing does matter - November 2020 

 

Bollards 
Bollards – Let the buyer beware – October 2015 

Canberra bollards- January 2015 

Same plans but two different products –December 2015 

Timber bollards that have not aged gracefully – May 2015 

Attractive project using eclipse bollards – September 2018 

FWPA bollard guide – October 2018 

Don’t specify bollards till you read this guide – November 2018 

Spreading the word in Canberra – May 2019 

How deep do bollards have to be in the ground – October 2019 

Books 
Architectural Timber Batten Book completed – August 2015 

Baptist History - February 2015 

Fence images sought – September 2015 

Help needed for architectural battens – May 2015 
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Images sought for footbridge book – August 2015 

New book being written (Architectural Timber Battens) – June 2015 

New publication finalised – October 2015, – February 2016 

New book on joints being written – May 2016 

Contribution to French book on tropical timber – June 2016 

New book on timber joints – March 2017 

New guide, External Timber Furniture – September 2018 

A treat for wood lovers and railway buffs – September 2020 

Bridges 
Bridge inspection course - January 2015 

Log Footbridges – April 2015 

Large timber structures – April 2015 special edition 

Paint finish for external structures – June 2015 

Wisdom of high design loads – May 2015 

New publication being finalised – September 2015 

What does a London bus have in common with my trusses?– December 2015 

Large Timber structures – April 2016 special edition 

Covered bridges and the birth of American engineering– November 2016 

Mareeba Shire turns to timber bridges over concrete -August 2017 

You can build an Oscar worthy bridge – January 2018 

Economic and speedy bridge replacement – July 2018 

Covered bridges really work – April 2019 

Prewar but which war (40m timber bridge) January 2020 

Krause bridge, a lesson in longevity – May 2020 

The capabilities of external gluelam – August 2020 

Another timber bridge to replace steel in Canada – October 2020 

Buildings 
Another great project from architects of Arcadia – June 2020 

Another one of my follies – October 2020 

Case Histories - Bad 
Dangerous Canberra Deck - January 2015 

Dangerous Canberra deck finally made safe – January 2017 

Why do I bother (Re boardwalk) - June 2015 

Timber bollards that have not aged gracefully – May 2015 

 

Case Histories - Good 
Largest timber church in Australia – June 2016 

Salt storage shed East Windsor (USA) using shearplates – February 2017 

A decent garden wall – March 2017 

Rothoblass headquarters Italy using cross laminated timber  – March 2017 

Tree of Knowledge memorial Barcaldine – April 2017 

Mareeba Shire turns to timber bridges over concrete -August 2017 

Kurata Co in Japan excels with spotted gum 

An early boardwalk revisited (Toohey Forest) – May 2018 

Another great structure at Toohey Forest Park, Part 1– June 2018 
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Another great structure at Toohey Forest Park, Part 2– July 2018 

Are you purchasing for durability (Brisbane Botanic Garden) – October 2018 

Another one of my follies (bell tower Dalby) - November 2020 

 

Cladding 
What have a Big Mac and cladding have in common – December 2019 

Whoever thought plastic was a good idea – September 2019 

Timber cladding in multi story buildings – September 2020 

 

Cocowood 
Cocowood, is it any good? – October 2016 

 

Connections 
World’s largest timber structure – March 2016 

Salt storage shed East Windsor (USA) using shearplates – February 2017 

 

Consultancy Services 
Expert witness – November 2015 

Ted is speaking on battens for Timber Queensland – January 2016 

Gold Coast City Council builds an outstanding deck – July 2017 

Consultancy services through BCRC – August 2017 

The importance of Timber Grading – December 2017 

Footbridge inspections – August 2018 

Grading timber in a Venetian palace – November 2018 

Why you need to engage a timber consultant even if it’s not me – November 2019 

 

Cypress 
The difference between pine hardwood and cypress – September 2016 

 

Deck Collapses 
Another deck collapse – December 2017 

Another deck fatality before the coroner – June 2020 

Decks – Commercial 
Deckwood – new manufacturing arrangements – January 2016 

Ted has finally found something more durable than Deckwood – November 2015 

Width to thickness ratio - – November 2016 

How long will a timber deck last – March 2017 

Joining decks on commercial decking – June 2017 

Choosing timber by colour - July 2017 

Gold Coast City Council builds an outstanding deck – July 2017 

What decking profile us that – July 2017 

Should decks be load limited – November 2017 

It is a good idea to pre-oil your deck – November 2017 
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Avoiding trip hazards in decking – April 2020 

Are your decks self cleaning – April 2020 

Why you don’t use dressed face decking externally – August 2018 

Putting form before function – June 2019 

Spotted gum decks in Japan – May 2020 

This is why you do things correctly – July 2020 

Japanese tea garden deck – July 2020 

Why don’t we check – August 2020 

 

Decks - Domestic 
How to ensure correct verandah joist life – August 2015 

Nail or screw domestic decking – April 2015 

Some basics – November 2015 

How to Protect and keep your deck looking good – June 2017 

Choosing timber by colour - July 2017 

Should decks be load limited – November 2017 

It is a good idea to pre-oil your deck – November 2017 

Why you don’t use dressed face decking externally – August 2018 

A Dear Lord Give my strength moment – January 2019 

Updated Timber Queensland Decking Guides – September 2019 

LVL and common sense (USA deck collapse) – February 2020 

Spotted gum decks in Japan – May 2020 

Another deck fatality before the coroner – June 2020 

Decks - Plastic 
Plastic decking with termites – September 2016 

It seemed a good idea at the time – August 2017 

Another failed plastic deck – April 2018 

Timber, is there a better product – May 2019 

Whoever thought plastic was a good idea – September 2019 

 

Durability 
Thermally modified timber - January 2015 

Designing for the local climate – November 2015 

Non durable timber has lasted more than 100 years – May 2016 

Deadly Sin No. 7, Getting Durability ratings Right – February 2019 

Oils ain’t oils and wood ain’t wood – February 2019 

National centre for timber durability – June 2020 

This is why I disapprove of using Oregon pine externally – July 2020 

A quick look at some common species – October 2020 

Another one of my follies (Kangaroo Point) – October 2020 

Another one of my follies (Bell tower Dalby) – November 2020 

 

Engineered Timber 
Using laminated beams externally – September 2015 

Using LVL beams externally – September 2015 
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Rothoblass headquarters Italy using cross laminated timber  – March 2017 

Timber library in remote Solomon Islands – May 2017 

Mareeba Shire turns to timber bridges over concrete -August 2017 

Be careful choosing your species – October 2017 

 

Fences – Domestic 
Fence images sought – September 2015, October 2015 

Timber fence book finalised – January 2016 

Everything fencing – April 2016 

Be careful with ply fences – September 2017 

Be careful choosing your species – October 2017 

 

Fasteners 
Nail or screw domestic decking – April 2015 

When to use stainless bolts and brackets – July 2015 

Galvanised bolts more variable than timber – June 2016 

Problems looming with self drilling screws – June 2016 

More on galvanised bolts – July 2016 

More on galvanised bolts – August 2016 

More on galvanised bolts – September 2016 

Choosing the correct decking fastener part 1 – November 2016 

Choosing the correct decking fastener part 2 – December 2016 

Choosing the correct decking fastener part 3 – January 2017 

Corroding galvanised joist hangers – November 2016 

Tube nuts – December 2016 

Salt storage shed East Windsor (USA) using shearplates – February 2017 

A Dear Lord Give my strength moment – January 2019 

Stagger your screw line – July 2019 

Why don’t we check – August 2020 

 

Flooring 
A real-life ghost story – March 2015 

Controlling the gaps in T&G flooring – March 2018 

When is kiln dried not kiln dried – January 2019 

A reminder about narrow floor boards – September 2019 

 

Finishing 
A real life ghost story – March 2015 

Paint finish for external structures – June 2015 

It is a good idea to pre-oil your deck – November 2017 

Don’t do silly things with timber – November 2019 

 

Fire 
Fire retardant coatings code of practice released – June 2018 

A lesson from the recent bushfires – January 2010 
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Feedback on a lesson from recent bushfires – February 2020 

 

Furniture 
Be careful choosing your species – October 2017 

Writing a book on external furniture – November 2017 

External timber furniture, all you need to know – October 2018 

 

Grading 
A reminder about sleepers – March 2016 

How to measure end splits – March 2016 

Limitations of visual grading – January 2018 

Don’t specify timber by F grades – August 2018 

Which hardwood grading standard should I use – April 2020 

 

Handrail 
Detailing a commercial handrail – June 2019 

Hardware 
Fencing brackets – February 2016 

Corroding galvanised joist hangers – November 2016 

Salt storage shed East Windsor (USA) using shearplates – February 2017 

Stump caps – March 2017 

 

Heart in timber 
Feedback on 150x150- January 2015 

The difference between pine hardwood and cypress – September 2016 

Using heart-in timber – February 2017 

Stump caps – March 2017 

Tree of Knowledge memorial Barcaldine – April 2017 

Using heart in timber correctly – April 2020 

 

History 
The two Henry Fords of housing (part 1) - August 2016 

The two Henry Fords of housing (part 2) - September2016 

Trusses a brief history – October 2016 

Largest timber gable truss in Australia – December 2016 

Sons of Gwalia headframe restoration options – April 2017 

 

Incised timber 
Incised Timber - November 2020 

 

International 
Brief trip to the Philippines – September 2016 
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Cocowood, is it any good? – October 2016 

Rothoblass headquarters Italy using cross laminated timber – March 2017 

Timber library in remote Solomon Islands – May 2017 

Cyclone and earthquake resistant building in Solomons – October 2018 

Spotted gum decks in Japan – May 2020 

Japanese tea garden deck – July 2020 

Spotted gum projects in Japan – September 2020 

Joints 
Tamedia building in Switzerland – May 2016 

Galvanised bolts more variable than timber – June 2016 

Problems looming with self drilling screws – June 2016 

Tamedia building, Zurich – August 2016 

 

Joists 
Predrilling joists for screws is critical – February 2018 

How not to do a timber joint – August 2018 

A reminder about steel joists – November 2018 

This may make steel joists work – December 2018 

You can Make Steel Joists Work – January 2019 

Deadly Sin No. 2 on the sunshine Coast– April 2019 

Don’t do silly things joining timber – October 2019 

Correct detailing does matter - November 2020 

 

Laminated timber 
Don’t do silly things with laminated timber – October 2019 

 

LVL 
LVL and common sense (USA deck collapse) – February 2020 

 

Paint and Oils 
What brand paint should I use – July 2016 

Lui the wood turner is a fan of Tanacoat – October 2016 

It is a good idea to pre-oil your deck – November 2017 

 

Pests of timber 
Identifying lyctus attack – January 2018 

Pine 
The difference between pine hardwood and cypress – September 2016 

Never purchase treated pine on price – august 2019 

 

Plastic Decking 
See decking – Plastic 



 Ted’s Timber Technology Newsletter Topic Index Page 8 

Timber, is there a better product – May 2019 

Whoever thought plastic was a good idea – September 2019 

 

Playgrounds 
Kim Bowman Music – June 2017 

Rethinking Robinia playground equipment – December 2018 

Use of Larch in Australia – May 2019 

Wishful thinking verse planning to succeed – July 2019 

The perils of reverse engineering – December 2019 

Most skilled spotted gum project I have ever seen – July 2020 

Only trust your mother – August 2020 

Playground timber – progress and request for images - November 2020 

Plywood 
Be careful with ply fences – September 2017 

New book on plywood – October 2017 

 

Posts 
Hardwood posts in concrete – February 2016 

Lui the wood turner is a fan of Tanacoat (turned posts) – October 2016 

Stump caps – March 2017 

How not to install a post – April 2017 

Something else that seemed a good idea – August 2017 

Your design sins will find you out, Part 1– May 2018 

Your design sins will find you out, Part 1– June 2018 

Deadly Sin No 6 at Jimna Fire Tower – March 2019 

A lesson from the recent bushfires – January 2010 

Feedback on a lesson from recent bushfires – February 2020 

The drought uncovers some deadly sins – March 2020 

Projects 
Tamedia building, Zurich – August 2016 

 

Recycled timber 
Recycled timber – Political Correctness – April 2016 

Is recycled timber seasoned – October 2017 

A good use of recycled timber – February 2020 

 

Seats 
This seat suits all age groups– April 2019 

Shelters 
The perils of reverse engineering – December 2019 
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Sleepers 
A reminder about sleepers – March 2016 

Concrete or timber sleepers – July 2016 

A decent garden wall – March 2017 

Jack has a rant about dodgy treatment – May 2017 

Guide to Timber Garden Retaining walls – November 2017 

Should have used concrete not timber – August 2019 

 

Slip resistance 
Putting form before function – June 2019 

 

Standards 
Standards you can drive a bus through – March 2015 

Feedback on deficient standards – June 2015 

Forest red gum – something I just noticed – August 2015 

Revised standard AS/NZS 1170.2 released - August 2016 

A quick look at some common species – October 2020 

 

Sundry 
Inspect research Facilities – June 2015 

Know a decent door supplier – July 2019 

I found a decent door supplier – August 2019 

A fair question about purchasing on price – November 2019 

A Specification tool that is desperately needed – September 2020 

 

Timber Construction 
Where is Timber Construction headed - May 2015 

World’s largest timber structure – March 2016 

Large Timber structures – April 2016 special edition 

Large Timber structures follow up – April 2016 

Non-durable timber has lasted more than 100 years – May 2016 

They are not using shipping containers, are they? – August 2016 

Largest timber gable truss in Australia – December 2016 

Salt storage shed East Windsor (USA) using shearplates – February 2017 

The age of the plyscraper – March 2018 

Protect your top surface – May 2018 

Another one of my follies – October 2020 

Timber Queensland 
Report on Feb 2016 Seminar – February 2016 

 

Timber Research 
The state of Timber research in Australia – May 2016 

The state of Timber research in Australia – June 2016 

The state of Timber research in Australia – July 2016 
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National Centre for Timber durability – November 2018 

 

Timber Structures 
World’s largest timber structure – March 2016 

Large Timber structures – April 2016 special edition 

Large Timber structures followup – April 2016 

Non durable timber has lasted more than 100 years – May 2016 

 

Treatment 
Decay in treated pine – December 2015 

Decay in treated pine – January 2016 

Why so hard to do the right thing - – January 2016 

Jack has a rant about dodgy treatment – May 2017 

When is H3 not H3? May 2017 

A reminder about pine – July 2017 

Cairns Regional Council sets the standard for preservation – September 2017 

How to confirm correct treatment has been achieved – December 2017 

Timber treatments do not repel insects – February 2018 

Timber, is there a better product – May 2019 

Guide for exercising due diligence with treated timber – November 2019 

LVL and common sense – February 2020 

Another one of my follies (Bell tower Dalby) – November 2020 

 

Unclasifiable 
A mortgage broker that helped us – February 2016 

How to get people to specify your product – February 2016 

What do you do with a good idea – February 2016 

An accountant that really helped us – May 2016 

Sons of Gwalia headframe restoration options – April 2017 

Book on the history of saws – February 2017 

A treat for wood lovers and railway buffs – September 2020 

 

Verandahs  
See Decks Domestic 

 

Wood Solutions 
New guide on mid rise developments released – October 2016 

Span chart software – February 2017 

Guide to Timber Garden Retaining walls – November 2017 

New publication on slip resistance – December 2018 

Guide to Wood Construction Systems – January 2019 

 

Wood Encouragement Policy 
A wood encouragement policy is a mixed blessing – August 2017 
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A wood encouragement policy, what is needed– August 2017 

 

 

 


